SAMPLE 1

For Immediate Release:




                        


A CALL FOR LGBT INCLUSION AND EQUALITY

IN (location)

Award-Winning Film to Screen at (venue)

(city) – (date), 2011 - A free community screening of OUT IN THE SILENCE, "a stunning documentary" (Philadelphia Inquirer) about the harrowing, ultimately successful battle of a gay teen and his mother against recalcitrant school authorities when the teen is brutally attacked for coming out in his small western Pennsylvania high school, is scheduled for (date) at (time) at (venue, location) 

The screening will be followed by a Q & A session with (filmmakers Joe Wilson and Dean Hamer) (and / or community reps) aimed at engaging the audience in a conversation about inclusion, fairness, and equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people in (state) and across the country.

The film, produced in association with the Sundance Institute, premiered in the 2010 Human Rights Watch International Film Festival at New York's Lincoln Center and has been broadcast on PBS.  But Wilson and Hamer are more interested in screening it in smaller cities and towns and rural communities as part of a grassroots campaign to raise LGBT visibility and promote dialogue and civic engagement outside of major cities.

“The characters in the film are just ordinary people – a kid and his mom, two women who start a business, an Evangelical preacher and his wife – but their stories get at the heart of how anti-LGBT stigma and repression continue to harm individuals and divide communities,” said Wilson.  “That's why we're using it as a tool for outreach and activism, especially in small towns and rural communities where there often isn't any visible or organized gay presence at all.”

Exploring topics ranging from religion, safe schools and economic development, to  discrimination, tolerance and understanding, OUT IN THE SILENCE offers a compelling model for civic engagement and dialogue and is an ideal tool for bringing people of all ages together to begin the process of building bridges rather than walls on issues that have divided our communities for far too long.

The  OUT IN THE SILENCE Campaign for Fairness and Equality has already conducted more than 300 town-hall-style screening events in libraries and other public venues across the country, including work in Pennsylvania, where it all started and the stories in the film take place, as well as very successful rural tours in South Carolina, South Dakota and Oregon.  

Some of the events have been targeted by opponents for protests and even death threats.  More often, however, “they have become forums, a place to meet where there has been no place, to talk where there is a desire to talk but little occasion,” wrote JoAnn Wypijewski in The Nation. 

In another recent review, the American Library Association said:  “OUT IN THE SILENCE is recommended for all viewers and deserves a place in all library collections, particularly those libraries serving small and rural communities.”

“What better places to promote dialogue and mutual understanding,” said Hamer, “than in public libraries, community colleges and universities, those great institutions where families, friends and neighbors in small towns and rural communities come together for information and to talk about and develop solutions to the most challenging issues of the day?”

Wilson and Hamer (event organizers) are hoping that the (location) event attracts people from across the spectrum in (county / region) ready and willing to engage in constructive dialogue, including students, parents and educators, clergy, health and social service providers, civic leaders and elected officials, and all those concerned about the well-being of all in the community.

Film Synopsis:  When a popular 16-year-old jock is brutally attacked for coming out at his small town high school, his mother reaches out for help to the only person she feels she can trust, an openly gay man who lives 300 miles away – native son and filmmaker Joe Wilson, whose same-sex wedding announcement ignited a firestorm of controversy in the local paper.  Returning home with camera in hand, Wilson documents the harrowing but ultimately successful battle waged by the teen and his mom against recalcitrant school authorities, the efforts of a lesbian couple to restore an historic theater in the face of vitriolic anti-gay attacks, and his own unexpected friendship with an Evangelical preacher.  As walls are torn down and bridges built, OUT IN THE SILENCE offers a fascinating and moving commentary on America's culture war. 


A press kit and more information about OUT IN THE SILENCE and the ongoing community engagement campaign, as well as a short trailer for the film, are available on the Penn State Public Broadcasting website: http://wpsu.org/outinthesilence

The filmmakers are available for interviews.

###

Quotes:

“Though the film is made by two gay men, it doesn't seek to promote a “gay agenda” or to stereotype the “religious right.”  It's simply a matter of trying to understand attitudes in small-town America.”  - Christianity Today

“Most moving are the stories of heterosexuals who transform because of their relationships with GLBT people.”  - American Library Association

“Film Critics' Pick of The Week”  - The New York Times

CONTACT:

Joe Wilson

Director - OUT IN THE SILENCE Campaign for Fairness & Equality 

E: QwavesJoe@yahoo.com

T: 202-320-4172

W: OutintheSilence.com

Facebook.com/outinthesilence

or other local contact

SAMPLE 2

For Immediate Release:

Film about Bullying and Discrimination Serves as Call for 

Inclusion, Fairness and Equality for LGBT People in (location)

“Out In The Silence”  at (venue)

(location – (date), 2011) - OUT IN THE SILENCE, an inspiring documentary about courageous local residents confronting homophobia and the limitations of religion, tradition and the status quo in their conservative small town in the hills of western Pennsylvania will be screened at (venue, location, time, date).  

The screening will be followed by a Q&A session with (organizers / groups / reps) aimed at engaging the audience in conversation about inclusion, fairness, and equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people in (community), across (state), and around the country.

The film, produced in association with the Sundance Institute and Penn State Public Broadcasting, premiered at the 2010 Human Rights Watch International Film Festival in New York and has won praise from critics and film festivals around the world, as well as an Emmy Award for Achievement in Documentary.  But Wilson and his partner in life and filmmaking, Dean Hamer, are most interested in using it as part of a campaign to help raise LGBT visibility and promote dialogue and civic engagement, particularly in small towns and rural communities.

“OUT IN THE SILENCE touches on one of the most urgent human and civil rights concerns of our time, as evidenced by inflammatory public debates over military service, marriage equality, employment nondiscrimination and other issues, not to mention the bullying and harassment that has led to the recent rash of suicides by youth who were, or were perceived to be gay,” said Wilson. “We’re hopeful that events framed around screenings of this film will help people begin to find common ground on these issues that have divided families, friends, and communities for far too long.”

To date the OUT IN THE SILENCE Campaign for Fairness and Equality has conducted more than 300 town-hall-style screenings in public libraries, churches, high schools, colleges, theaters and community centers across the country.  Although some of the events have been targeted by opponents for protests and threats, more often “they have become forums, a place to meet where there has been no place, to talk where there is a desire to talk but little occasion,” wrote JoAnn Wypijewski in The Nation. 

The event's co-sponsors, (groups / org names) are hoping that the (location) screening will provide a springboard for local residents, students, educators, clergy, civic leaders, elected officials, and community organizations to begin working together more intentionally for inclusion, fairness and equality for all who want to call the area home.

To see a trailer or for more information about the film, please visit: http://OutintheSilence.com

Facebook Event Page:

Press Contacts:

Joe Wilson





OUT IN THE SILENCE Director 


T: 202-320-4172




E: QwavesJoe@yahoo.com



Local Hosts / Reps / Organizers Contact info

Film Synopsis:  When a popular 16-year-old jock is brutally attacked for coming out at his small town high school, his mother reaches out for help to the only person she feels she can trust, an openly gay man who lives 300 miles away – native son and filmmaker Joe Wilson, whose same-sex wedding announcement ignited a firestorm of controversy in the local paper.  Returning home with camera in hand, Wilson documents the harrowing but ultimately successful battle waged by the teen and his mom against recalcitrant school authorities, the efforts of a lesbian couple to restore an historic theater in the face of vitriolic anti-gay attacks, and his own unexpected friendship with an Evangelical preacher.  As walls are torn down and bridges built, OUT IN THE SILENCE offers a fascinating and moving commentary on America's culture war. 

Selected Quotes:

“A stunning documentary” - The Philadelphia Inquirer

“Film Critics Pick-of-the-Week” - New York Times

“Tough. Wrenching. Inspiring.” - OUT Magazine

“Though the film is made by two gay men, it doesn't seek to promote a “gay agenda” or to stereotype the “religious right.”  It's simply a matter of trying to understand attitudes in small-town America.”  - Christianity Today

“Most moving are the stories of heterosexuals who transform because of their relationships with GLBT people.”  - American Library Association

“Out in the Silence is recommended for all viewers and deserves a place in all library collections, particularly those libraries serving small and rural communities.” - American Library Association 

“The recent Out In The Silence screening was the most significant, public and positive event that GLBTQ people in the Klamath area have EVER experienced.  EVER.  Really.  Our group is experiencing it as a watershed event and it has instilled a lot of energy and hope.” - Christy Davis, Supervising Librarian, Klamath County Library Service District, Klamath Falls, OR

“Out In The Silence causes one to reflect on one’s own behavior and prejudice. I consider myself a progressive African-American but the film caused me to doubt my attitudes about homosexuality and the bigotry against gays and lesbians.  Mistreatment of another human being is wrong (Treat another as you would want to be treated). But, I have not taken a strong stance against the bigotry. I will do better. Thanks.”  -Richard James, founder, Billtown Film Festival

